[Effect of smoking in the families of newborn infants on levels of immunoglobulin E in cord blood].
The influence of active and passive parental cigarette smoking on cord blood IgE levels of their offspring was assessed. The geometric means of cord blood IgE levels in 110 of newborn infants of smoking and nonsmoking mothers were calculated in the entire analysed group and in families with a positive family history of atopy. The results were not statistically significant for the entire analysed group. The higher cord blood IgE concentrations in infants of nonsmoking mothers in the families with a positive family history of atopy were due to the influence of a genetic factor on IgE synthesis by the fetus.